
 
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

 

Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ! 

As the time goes by, the curtain of 2014 gradually unveils. Winter has past, spring comes; the trees bud with tender 

shoots, crisp green leaves dance in the spring breeze, in this welcoming season of fragrance, we have experienced God’s 

special grace and His spiritual blessings. 

Let’s start with the ending of 2013. The morning Service on December 29
th

, the fifth Sunday, was reserved for 

scripture recitation and testimonies. Besides children reciting scripture, a distinguished group of sisters also came to the 

stage and recited the Beattitude from Mathew Chapter Five. For many months, these sisters have been supporting and 

strengthening each other by studying and memorizing God’s Word.  What a beautiful and pleasant scene! Brother Ji family 

then performed Psalm 23. The family of seven sang and danced to the Lord with their whole hearts. The congregation was 

also edified by the testimonies given by brothers and sisters in whom the mercy and mighty power of God was manifested.  

Last, a slideshow on the 2013 of Ark Baptist Church was presented. It was not an easy task to squeeze the 365 days of 

God’s grace into one ten-minute movie! Gratefulness filled in our hearts as we walked through our 2013 with the 

slideshow.  Surely, God has crowned our year of 2013 with His bounty! Our paths overflowed with His fatness. 

 

 
 

Toward the end of each year, our youths always 

assemble   together at the Fasting and Prayer Mountain in 

Santa Cruz to seek God’s will for them in the coming year.  

It was a beautiful sunny morning as they met at the 

church on 12/30. The mountain greeted them with the 

lush green meadow compassed by giant redwood trees. 

With group worship, Bible reading, and quiet time with 

the Lord, young people’s hearts were cleansed amid this great spiritual atmosphere of 

the Prayer Mountain. In the afternoon, each one picked his or her favorite spot to pray 

and to ruminate about the life of the past year. Notes were taken; resolutions were 

determined as they encouraged one another. Much was accomplished during the hours 

of fasting and prayer. Filled with joy, the group descended under the sunset and 

concluded the day of fasting and prayer with a rewarding salad buffet. May the Lord 

strengthen our youths in fulfilling their goals! 
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From the end of one year to the beginning of another church is always packed with many activities. Facing a new 

year, we must be clear about the direction for the whole church, the overall goals, the action plans as well as the budgets 

for various ministries.  Meanwhile, the former co-workers need to transfer work to the new co-workers. All of these are 

to be accomplished in this short period of time. In order to fully understand God’s will for our church, the co-workers 

invited brothers and sisters to join a special prayer gathering before the annual budget meeting. It was aimed to sketch 

the future direction through a broadened communication within the body of Christ.   

Countdown Happy New Year! 

Ice-breaking Games 

Family Sharing 

There is a traditional celebration at the very end of the year -

-- New Year Eve Family Camp. Families and friends gathered at the 

church to celebrate the arrival of the New Year from the evening 

of 12/31 till noon 1/1. 

The activities first began with the icebreaker games, 

followed by worship, and personal year-end reflections.  Through 

prayers, we reviewed the gains and losses of the past year. We 

also answered the question “what will you do differently if you 

were to live 2013 again?”  It was a precious moment when the 

family members expressed thanksgivings and gave blessings to 

one another. Many families had been so swamped with their busy 

work and daily routines that seldom did they sit together as a 

family and have such a heart-to-heart fellowship.  Finally, it came 

the climax of the night while people sang the song “A New 

Creation” --- New Year count down! “Ten, nine, eight, seven, six, 

five, four, three, two, one, Happy New Year!” shouted   

enthusiastically by both the young and the old! 2014 arrived with 

our exclamations, applauses, and hugs! 

The once-a-year sleepover at church has been anticipated 

eagerly by many children. Excitement can be read apparently 

from their faces and the sleeping bags that they held. They could 

not wait to welcome the first morning of the New Year together! 

 

Morning Devotion 

Prayer Walking on the Busy Street  Bless Chinese Supermarket Pray for the Construction Sites  

Personal Sharing 

The first thing in the morning of January 1
st

 was to meet together for the 

devotion. All the campers read God’s word and committed to the Lord of their new 

day and their new year. Afterwards, they went out of the church and had a prayer 

walk in the neighborhood. Everyone prayed, sang hymns, and talked about God’s 

mighty work in the area. Around the church, all the campers were thrilled to see many 

new residential construction areas where each lot consists more than hundreds of 

housing units.  We pray that the Lord revive this piece of land. We also pray that His 

churches be revived and kindled to serve the residents in the near future. After about 

one hour of prayer walk, the whole group went back to the church for breakfast and 

brought to a close of the New Year Eve Family Camp. 
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Bible Games Sticky Rice Balls Sesame Bread Rose of Sharon Group Gathering 

After prayer and sharing, brothers and sisters contributed 

many valuable suggestions to the co-workers. Everyone minded 

not himself but the house of God in order to advance the 

Gospel. How good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 

together in unity! 

On January 5
th

, the first Sunday of the year, the church was 

immersed in a sea of joy. Activities included the inauguration of 

the new coworkers, taking the group picture as well as the 

dispensation of the Scripture Red envelopes.  The prelude of 

2014 unveiled a happy beginning.  

Pastor Mike Procter, the director of Alaska Sothern Baptist Association, was invited to introduce the gospel 

work in Alaska on January 12
th

.  Alaska is the largest state in the USA, about four times the size of California. 

However, the believers in Alaska are only 3% of its population. It is a state often forgotten for its geographical 

location.  Through Pastor Procter’s sharing, not only did brothers and sisters better understand the needs for the 

gospel in Alaska, a ministry channel was also established. It paved a way for the possible short term mission trip to 

Alaska. We pray that the Lord show us the way of the mission clearly so that we know how to proceed. Please pray 

for us. 

The North Valley cell group hosted a Chinese New Year’s Eve celebration on January 31th with many invited 

friends. Dinner menu included the fried sesame bread and sticky rice ball soup that were made from scratch.  

From mixing and kneading the dough, frying the bread, to making the rice balls, all were ardent and talented. 

Children also jumped in to help. After dinner, there were worship songs, Bible games, even a contest for searching 

Bible verses, and guessing Bible characters. Laughter never ceased and all the new friends felt the warmth and 

love of Christ. The Rose of Sharon cell group in Sunnyvale also had the celebration on February 8
th

 with gourmet 

food, games, riddles, and thanksgiving.   

Praying in one-accord Co-worker Inauguration Budget Meeting Scripture Red Envelopes 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A prayer walk around the harvest field was held on Sunday, February 16
th

, to celebrate the 2
nd

 anniversary of the 

church building dedication and to proclaim the revival in North San Jose 1312 area. Instead walked, we rented a school bus 

to surround the whole area due to the time constraints on Sunday morning.  

Adults and youth boarded for the prayer tour after the Sunday services. Brothers and sisters sang hymns, learned the 

history and demographic profile of the area, and raised hands to bless God’s churches passing by. The bus pulled over at 

each of the four corners of 1312 area and prayers were given over different subjects, including praising and exalting God’s 

sovereignty over the area, pleading for God’s forgiveness for all the sins against Him, blessing each resident and the 

families in the community, and binding the power of the darkness to bring into captivity every thought to the obedience to 

Christ (2 Cor 10:5).  After circling the area for an hour, we came to the center of 1312, the parking lot of a shopping plaza. We 

gathered at the side of the busy street and proclaimed Psalm 60 in unison after singing a praise song. Our hearts were 

filled once again with the hope from God through the declaration of the promises in Psalm 60, the fundamental scripture 

that the Lord called us to this harvest field.  Lastly, everyone prayed in one accord to ask God to send soon His promising 

revival that the salvations come to the 70,000 residents, including the 12,000 Chinese in this five square miles of harvest 

field. Right after the prayer, “a cross!” shouted suddenly by someone.  Everybody looked up into the sky -- on the clear 

blue canvas there shown a white cross! It was drawn by airplanes! Astonished at the timing of the vision, we knew that our 

Heavenly Father has accepted and answered our prayers. Yes, in this sign we will conquer! 

Youth Preparation One of the Scenes The Service Crew Children’s Program 

Decorating the Hall Banquet of Love Chef’s Special Here Goes the Salad 

For most people nowadays, Valentine is a holiday focusing on romantic love. But for Ark Baptist Church it differs.  

Three years ago on February 14
th

, God miraculously bestowed this building to our church while we were in deep despair. 

It had been a time of heaviness and distress for us during the eight months of waiting. We would had already lost hope 

completely if it were not the Lord who led us with cords of compassion and with bands of love, strengthened us by 

speaking to us, and made us proclaim His promises.  This goodly property was finally acquired with extremely low price 

through an auction sale. Therefore, February 14
th

 to the church is a day of celebration for the marvelous lovingkindness 

and the mighty power of our God.  

“Banquet of Love” was therefore held on February 14
th

 in reminding us such unforgettable love toward His children 

in their afflictions. In order to equip our next generation in serving, we entrusted the banquet project totally to the youth, 

it’s the first time for them to coordinate and host a major event. From planning  the evening program, composing and 

sending invitations, taking reservations, decorating the room and tables, cooking gourmet dishes, to waiting the tables, 

the entire Banquet was all carried out by the young people! The serving crew comprised of around thirty youths who had 

been looked forward to this evening to demonstrate their talents and creativities. All of them worked wholeheartedly and 

helped each other to make the beautiful banquet presented perfectly in front of the guests. All attendants were thrilled 

by this beautiful and abundant banquet. They could not believe the stunning masterpiece was from the hands of our 

young people. Children of the attending families also enjoyed their programs created by the young hosts. They joined the 

banquet at the end of the dinner and presented the beautiful cards they just made to their parents. Praise the Lord for 

the thoughtfulness and hard labor of our young men and young ladies. 



Children also had a chance for the expedition to check out the community of our harvest field. They felt honored and 

excited because many had never ridden on a school bus. It was also a very special day for the bus driver who happened to 

be a Christian. She missed the Sunday worship that morning because of the duty. However, the kind lady sensed the strong 

presence of the Lord when we were praying and singing hymns on the bus. She commented, “The Lord gave me a special 

Sunday service right here on the bus!” 

 
 

Our church’s main theme for 2014 is “Connect and Equip to Build the Body of Christ”.  There are three fold of 

meanings by the word “connect”. First, it means to connect with our community. Our church will be entering into the 

community more frequently, and hopefully we can become a true blessing to the residents in 1312 area. In addition to the 

prayers, we will participate in the community service as well. Secondly, it means to connect with other churches.  Through 

the prayer rallies held by “America Return to God Prayer Movement”, we are connecting with both the churches in south 

bay and those in the big SF Bay Area to cry out for revival. Thirdly, it is to connect various ministries within the church. On 

one hand, we encourage brothers and sisters to participate in serving more actively, to serve with spiritual gifts, and to 

support each other. On the other hand, we also make effort to invite our next generation to join ministries, even to plan 

and to carry out special events. They may grow toward maturity by serving the Lord and building up a personal relationship 

with Him. Therefore, the body of Christ is being built daily. 

 

May the Lord of peace be with you, and be with our friends near and afar. May you prosper and be safe. Let us watch 

together the wondrous work of our God in 2014! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Bus Driver, a sister in the Lord 

Children sing together Children Boarding  

Adults & Youth after Prayer Tour A Cross in the Sky Pray at the Center of 1312 

87-seat School Bus 

Ready to Board 

Covering Children in Prayers 

Bless the community 


