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He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 

Peace be to you, dear friends!  During the Easter season, churches sing the Jesus’ victorious resurrecting message, 
joyfully celebrating the year’s most important festival. Yes, Jesus Christ rose from the dead according to the Scriptures, 
He is the Messiah who brings the salvation, He is also our Intercessor in Heaven even in this very moment.  He became 
the first fruit through the resurrection. It is also a foreshadow that the children of God will resurrect in the last days. We 
will one day be like Him, clothed with glorious bodies for eternity. For this truth of hope, Easter season is always filled 
with the hope of life. May you also find the eternal life in the Salvation of Jesus Christ and experience the exuberant joy 
of the season. 

By God’s grace and favor, the number of our children and youths is almost the same as that of adults, surpassing the 
average ratio across the churches. Children Sunday School thus becomes a heavy load and focus point, twenty percent of 
adults are serving in children’s ministry. It became increasingly important for the church to recruit and to train new 
Sunday school teachers. Therefore, a Sunday School teacher’s training was hosted in the afternoon on Saturday, March 
1.  It was coordinated by Esther Hsieh, the Sunday school principal, and taught by Esther Chiang, an exceptionally 
experienced Sunday School teacher. The lively teaching was accompanied by small group discussions.  The trainees 
started to view the Sunday school from a new angle and learned that it is a glorious service that can impact children 
profoundly. Although this is not aware of by many brothers and sisters, it is valuable in the Lord’s sight. 

More than twenty teachers attended and learned from each other.  After the class ended, they all had deeper insights 
of their roles as well as teaching method and techniques. May the Lord continue to use all of our teachers and bless the 
fruit of their hands to bring their students unto God. May the Lord also provide and lift them up so that they also grow in 
God despite missed sermons. 

 

 

The first newcomers’ welcome gathering of 2014 was 
held at Pastor Joe’s home in the evening of Saturday, 
March 8. Six new families participated. The gathering 
started with the dinner as usually. Our co-workers 
prepared heartily the mouth-watering California beef 
noodle together with other delicious dishes. Group games, 
self-introduction, church vision sharing and survey 
followed after the dinner. Through the survey coworkers 
had a chance to know new friends’ first impression and 
their suggestions to our church, they also had better 
understood about the needs of new friends. The Gift of 
Knowing You was the song sung by all the coworkers to 
bless all the friends till the end, and the evening was 
concluded with warm hugs. 
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attention 
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Teaching Snapshot of the Training 
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Adults reciting Scriptures 
 

Brother’s Worship team 

Children reciting Scriptures 

Individual testimonies 

March 30 is the fifth Sunday of the month, 
brothers and sisters were invited to share their 
personal testimonies.  The worship was led by a 
group of brothers that day, including the worship 
leaders, guitar player, and the pianist. They led 
the worship at the Gospel Training Convention 
hosted by the Northern California Chinese Baptist 
Association few weeks ago, and the congregation 
was so impressed; as a result, this team of 
brothers was invited to lead the worship in our 
own church so all the church members may 
experience the same powerful worship as in the 
Convention. May the Lord keep using our 
brothers greatly in worship. 

Scripture memorization came after the 
worship. There were eight children and youths 
recited Ephesians chapter one. Adults also recited 
the same passage together in Chinese. It was truly 
a rare and historic moment when eleven brothers 
and sisters recited Bible together.  They had spent 
nearly three months to memorize the whole 
chapter. We believe that even angels were 
applauding for them.  
  Finally, three brothers and sisters shared their 
testimonies. The congregation was edified by 
their witnesses of God’s work in their lives.  

Pastor Attendants 

Pastor Liao leading prayer Attendants from Church 

All praying together 

America Return to True God Prayer Movement 
hosted a Family Seminar “Love your Partner, Build Up 
your Children” in the afternoon of Sunday, March 23. 
After the messages on marriage and parenting, a long 
prayer time was followed when the attendees stood in the 
gap and prayed for families in one accord. The America 
Return to True God Prayer Movement was founded by 
Pastor Thomas Wang many years ago with the vision of 
bringing the America back to God through the joint 
prayers among the churches. We all know that the 
spiritual revival must start with the church, and church’s 
revival must start with prayers. For only through prayer, 
people will repent, turn away from sin, and return to the 
Lord. On the other hand, churches cannot just pray by 
themselves, they need to connect with one another and 
pray together.  Unity brings power and disputes bring 
destruction. Prayer in one accord is the key to the revival 
of the region. A true revival is of the whole area, not just 
of one church. All the churches in the area will receive 
revival when the power of one-accord prayer accumulates 
so tensely that it causes the destruction of the power of 
darkness and awakes the hearts in people to thirst after 
God. Therefore we will not only pray within the church, 
but also pray with other churches in prayer rally. Let’s 
pray together to prepare for the revival.  

Our church participated in America Return to True 
God Prayer Movement two years ago and was responsible 
for promoting among South Bay churches. There were two 
gatherings, one in North Bay and one in South Bay.  There 
were about 150 people attending the gathering in South 
Bay. Though the number of people attended was not as 
expected, yet the fire of prayer was vary fervent. We hope 
that more churches start realizing the importance of joint 
prayers and participate the prayer event, so the revival will 
come in the unity of our prayers. 
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“Milpitas Cares” is a community service project initiated and promoted by Milpitas churches. Pastors from these 
churches have had lunch prayer meeting once a month for this since last year. They sought God’s guidance and 
brainstormed to start this church-united community service to be a testimony for God.  Milpitas Cares was born 
thereafter. When first started, the staff of the City of Milpitas listed various projects in need of help from the churches. 
The churches then claimed these projects and completed them within nine days which made a wonderful witness for God. 
In order to effectually work with the City of Milpitas, a coworker was designated for coordination. He was responsible 
for constructing the website of the project as well as to plan together with the City in each project detail. Milpitas 
Cares was launched last year as a pilot program.  The City did not have much confidence about this project back then, 
but the churches finished the projects in a nice way and built a trust relationship with the City staff.  Our church 
joined Milpitas Cares actively because the Milpitas Cares syncs with church’s main vision this year - “Connect and 
Equip to Build the Body of Christ”. Being burdened to connect with our community, we joyfully took the opportunity to 
clean up Gill Park. About 50 brothers, sisters, and children went to clean-up the Gill Park on April 6, a Sunday afternoon. 
Upon arrival at the park, they split into three groups to clean different parts of the park. After praying, they put on gloves 
and gears, dashed to the field and picked up the trash in their designated area. Although the whole park didn't look very 
messy, trashes were still scattered around which required thorough search. The task was completed after an hour of 
diligent cleaning. Children thought it was a very fun event, and the adults valued this project highly. Some children even 
surprised many adults by picking dog waste without being asked. After the work, hot dogs were served as a token of 
appreciation to everyone, it also allows more time for fellowship and enjoyment of the beautiful spring afternoon in the 
green meadow under the clear blue sky. Some of the people also played football and baseball together as their exercise 
for the day. Praise the Lord! He turned this community service into a tremendous blessings to us. 

 
“Was Blind, But Now I See” is a youth-conducted and acted play about the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus in 

the Bible. It was presented on the Easter Sunday.  The creative part of this play was the good and fallen angels whispering 
in the ear of Judas, Jesus’ betrayer.  The two good and fallen angels caused an intense struggle of good and evil, 
portraying our daily temptations between good and evil. This play was concluded with the scene of two disciples on the 
road to Emmaus.  It taught us that only when the Lord opens our eyes can we truly know God and receive the spiritual 
insights as well as the power of living a holy life, and then can we live a victorious life in the Lord. The entire play was 
conducted all by the youth, from defining the scenes to rehearsal, from props to costumes. In a short period of time they 

Group Photo  Starting with Prayer  Hot Dogs are Hot! 
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completed the script, assigned roles, memorized lines, and rehearsed on the stage. Through the project the youth not only 
learned the procedure of a play production but also built lasting friendship with one another.. On Easter Sunday the youth 
arrived two hours earlier for dress rehearsal. They stood in a circle and prayed to give the entire performance to God 
before the rehearsal. All of us were touched by their maturity. The play was about twenty minutes. At the finale, each 
actor witnessed his/her life changes touched by God. On a piece of cardboard they wrote their struggles and temptation 
before knowing God, on the other side of the cardboard they indicated their ever changed life through Jesus’ salvation.  
Each of them proclaimed sincerely and even expressed in Chinese. The moment was filled with God’s presence. We give 
thanks to the Lord for them for the marvelous performance and the in-depth sharing at such a young age.  

 

 

Another special event in the Easter Sunday afternoon was the Street Evangelism at Ranch 99 supermarket in 
Milpitas off highway 237. For the past years we usually celebrated the Easter by inviting people to the church.  This year, 
with the mission of reaching out to the community, we moved the stage from the church building to the busy front of the 
supermarket so that more people could hear the songs and messages of Jesus’ resurrection. We are very thankful that the 
Ranch 99 supermarket allowed us to use their place. May God bless Ranch 99 and all their employees. After that 
Sunday’s service, we ate a brief lunch, and raced over to Ranch 99 in order to catch up with the multitudes shopping and 
dining during lunch time. Upon arrival, we automatically divided into several groups according to our spiritual gifts. 
Some set up sound equipments; some inflated balloons and some gave away balloons with decorated eggs; some held 
tracts and church’s bookmark to evangelize. Meanwhile, the three choir teams were preparing themselves to be called to 
the stage for singing.  With the help from many brothers and sisters, all were ready in a quick span. We started to pray 
and ask God to protect our children and use this street evangelism for His glory. Many people were drawn immediately 
by the balloons fluttering in the wind, and we affirmed the attraction power of the balloons once again. The three choirs, 
children, youth, and the adults, took turns to sing the joyous praise for the Lord’s resurrection.  Many stopped to listen to 
and even videotaping the choir, meanwhile coworkers approached the audience with the Gospel tracts. It was a beautiful 
picture when everyone served according to his/her gift and pairing with others. Our theme of the year, “Connect and 
Equip to Build the Body of Christ”,  was put into action when we worked together hands in hands. 

“Assurance from 
God” 

“Looking to 
Jesus” "Cleansed” “Confident” 

Curtain call 
Disciples on the road to 

Emmaus Use that sword! Judas negotiates with soldiers 

“A Follower”  
“Now GOD is  
Using Me!” 

The Last Supper Good Angels vs. Fallen Angels Praying before rehearsal 
Jesus in the Garden of 

Gethsemane 
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One thing worth mentioning is that people were more open to the Gospel compared to those we met at the same 
place during last Christmas’ street evangelism. There were several people prayed to received Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
Some coworkers deemed this as God’s answer to the bus prayer walk in February.  With unceasing prayers, hard hearts 
softened and people started responding to the Gospel. On the other hand, the individual evangelism training held one 
week before played an important role, brothers and sisters bore more Gospel fruits by practicing the personal evangelism 
newly learned from the training.  A man passing by told us that he heard the songs from the Crowne Plaza Hotel across 
the street, we later learned that he was not a Christian, but simply enjoyed the songs from afar. A pastor who returned 
from the morning’s preaching also stopped to listen to our music, he was amazed at our preaching the Gospel with no 
fears at the public places and praised the Lord greatly.  

 

 

Looking back the past two months, our church experienced tremendous grace from God. We saw His overflowing 
blessings when we stepped out in faith by connecting with the community, and by uniting the brothers and sisters in 
serving together to advance the Gospel. Please pray that the Lord continuously lead the church so that we grow stronger 
and walk in His path. We also pray that the Lord bless you and your family bountifully! Looking forward talking to you 
in next issue! 
 

Dumpling Gathering 

The Most Welcome 
Children’s Choir Adult Choir Youth Choir 

Behind the Scene 
Sound Control 

 

Giving Away Balloons 

Sound System Setup 

Personal Evangelism 

Prayer Distributing Tracts Connecting the Electric Outlet 

Since there were quite a number of new visitors in recent 
weeks plus some new friends received Jesus at Ranch 99 
evangelism outreach, some brothers and sisters called for a 
welcoming gathering. On Thursday April 24th, the 4th day of 
the street evangelism, more than ten new friends joined the 
lunch. While wrapping dumplings together, we enjoyed in the 
relaxed atmosphere and shared with one another of our lives as 
well as the love of God. 


