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Introduction of Ark Baptist Church 

Ark Baptist Church is a warm and energetic church, affiliated with 

Southern Baptist Convention. Our church is mainly composed of young 

and middle-aged adults and children. Half of our congregation is children. 

The focus of our ministries is to serve families, and to raise up leaders in 

the kingdom of God. Meanwhile, we are very committed and involved in 

community outreach and evangelical ministries. 

Our missions are: Growing in Christ, Preaching among nations 

Our actions are: Make Disciples 
 Restore Families 

 Build Teams 
 Transform Nations   

By the grace of God, we support one another, grow together, and 

share the good news with people near and far. 
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Vision 1312 

God gave us Vision 1312 in 2005.  At that time, our church was leasing the 

facilities from the Seventh Day Adventist Church in Los Altos.   Since the Seventh Day 

Adventist Church was considering to sell the property, we were asked to move out.  

Upon receiving this news, we started a full court press to look for a new place for meeting.  

However, we came up empty handed in our search, just like what Psalm 60:3 said “You 

have shown your people desperate times; you have given us wine that makes us 

stagger”.   

At the same time, as we considered this difficulty from a different angle:  Our God 

is God of abundance.   Where should we choose a location for our congregation if God 

could provide us with unlimited resources?   In order to answer this question, we 

started to analyze demographic data on Chinese population density in the Bay Area.   

We learned that there were two areas that were highly populated with Chinese 

communities: Cupertino and North San Jose/Milpitas.    However, there were already 

many Chinese churches serving Cupertino and Milpitas areas.  One the other hand, 

there were very few Chinese or even American churches serving North San Jose area.   

God gave Psalm 60 as the scriptural basis for our Vision 1312.   The zip codes of 

95131 and 95132 span North San Jose, with Highway 680 as the “measuring stick” 

separating these two zip codes.  North San Jose represents our “Edom” in Psalm 60:8 

and 60:9 (The literal translation in Chinese Bible of “Edom” means “going east”).   

There were twelve thousand Chinese residents within this 5 square miles area according 

to the Year 2000 US census.  This is exactly the number of people who were overtaken 

by Joab, mentioned in Psalm 60 in the Valley of Salt.   

Nevertheless, this move has been a difficult one, especially for the application of 

conditional use permit which took one and a half years.  God has eventually brought us 

into the land of His promise: the land of 1312.  He gave us Psalm 60:4 “But for those 

who fear you, you have raised a banner to be unfurled against the bow” as His promise 

to save the people in this area.   

We have learned to rely on God closely and to have watched the demonstration of 

His power as Psalm 60:12 says “With God we will gain the victory, and he will trample 

down our enemies”. 
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Vision Verses 

(Psalm 60) 

1. You have rejected us, O God, and burst forth upon us; you have 

been angry-now restore us! 

2. You have shaken the land and torn it open; mend its fractures, for it 

is quaking. 

3. You have shown your people desperate times; you have given us 

wine that makes us stagger. 

4. But for those who fear you, you have raised a banner to be unfurled 

against the bow. 

5. Save us and help us with your right hand, that those you love may 

be delivered. 

6. God has spoken from his sanctuary: "In triumph I will parcel out 

Shechem and measure off the Valley of Succoth. 

7. Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine; Ephraim is my helmet, 

Judah my scepter. 

8. Moab is my washbasin, upon Edom I toss my sandal; over Philistia 

I shout in triumph." 

9. Who will bring me to the fortified city? Who will lead me to Edom? 

10. Is it not you, O God, you who have rejected us and no longer go out 

with our armies? 

11. Give us aid against the enemy, for the help of man is worthless. 

12. With God we will gain the victory, and he will trample down our 

enemies. 
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Vision Confirmation 

� 09/20/2006  The whole church went to the current rental location to 

erect a new sign posting for Church Proposal Notice.  

Coincidently, the San Jose city government just 

started paving the road in front of the current building.  

In addition, there was a sign with “Fresh Oil” affirming 

God’s opening door for our Vision 1312. 

� 11/21/2007  The whole project has been delayed.  In the most 

impossible situation, we have passed four city 

inspections within 3 short days and obtained the 

temporary building permit.  Just when we thought 

everything was going smoothly and were getting 

ready for the final inspection, the inspectors of the 

City of San Jose went into a strike which had never 

happened before.  It caused the stoppage of the 

entire project. 

� 12/05/2007  City of San Jose appointed a temporary inspector 

from San Diego to check the building.  We received 

the final use permit within 5 minutes. 

� 12/06/2007 The first day after we received the final permit, the 

daily church Bible devotion schedule (one chapter a 

day continuously throughout the year) fell EXACTLY 

on Psalm 60 where Vision 1312 is based on.  

Looking back, God had clearly used this scripture to 

lead us into the Vision.    
 

 

God has called us to harvest through Vision 1312.  We are willing to 

be the soldiers of His Kingdom in the area of 1312. 
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Demographics of Area 95131 and 95132 

� One of the two most densely Chinese populated regions in the South Bay Area  

� No Chinese church serving the Chinese population in the residential area 

� The average age of the Chinese population is 34 years old, fitting our serving target 

� We have a lot of our church members living nearby and thus we have enough man 

power to support the ministry 

 

 

 
（（（（According to 2000 US Census）））） 

Square Footage: 5 square miles 

Chinese Population: 12,000 

Chinese Percentage: 23% (95131) 

                    15% (95132) 

Average Age: 34 (Young Family) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a lot of 

church members 

living in 1312 

area and thus 

they can 

effectively 

provide the 

support for 

outreach. 

���� Our member 
⊕⊕⊕⊕ Chinese church 
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Our 1312 Community Outreach 
 

Shine Character Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Police teaching about safety 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singing at Senior center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Character assignment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Character class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outreach booth in local Berryessa Chinese School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission team to Taiwan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Mission trip to Taiwan, Taipei 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Mission trip to Taiwan, Kaohsiung 
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Community Mother’s Day Carnival 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Community Sports Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

San Jose Library quilting program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

San Jose Library parenting program 
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The interference of Tzu-Chi Foundation 

On January 1st, 2009, we received a letter from Tzu-Chi Foundation 

(Taiwanese Buddhist Association), notifying us that they had purchased 

the entire building and about the transfer of ownership of the building. 

When we first received the news, we were in shock. We were forced in a 

very difficult situation, because our monthly rent would go to an 

idol-worshipping organization, and thus God was not glorified. However, 

we were left with no other option due to the difficulty in finding other 

locations right away. Sometimes, we would hear the Buddhist’s music 

coming from next door in the middle of our meetings, and the 

congregation was greatly disturbed. We have been learning to be strong 

in the Lord, and to have total dependence on God. On the other hand, the 

search for a new church building has actively begun.  

 

According to the contract with our previous landlord, we could stay 

until the end of 2011. However, Tzu-Chi Foundation has agreed to 

release us from the binding of the contract so we could leave whenever 

we are ready. They have made future plans for the whole building and 

their plans would be implemented as soon as we move.  

 

Over the past one and a half years, our search for the new location 

has been futile. Just when we were getting anxious and frustrated, the 

availability of the building 380 Montague Expressway came into the 

picture. 

 

 

 

“Depart, depart, go out from there! Touch no unclean thing! Come out 

from it and be pure, you who carry the vessels of the Lord.” (Isaiah 52:11)



 

 

  
 

10 

Future Church Introduction 
 

The  church we are going to purchase is a commercial building 

spanning 15,000 square feet, located near the Great Mall of Milpitas at 

the address of 380 Montague Expressway.  Although the building is 

situated in the city of Milpitas (zip code 95035), it is even closer to the 

1312 residential area we are serving.  In addition, it comes with the 

Conditional Use Permit for church assembly use.  The internal floor 

planning precisely fits the needs we have been praying for.  After fervent 

prayers, the entire congregation reached the affirmation in one accord.  

We believe that this is the Promised Land from God for us. 

God has used the following three verses to affirm His Promise: 

Be strong and let us fight bravely for our people and the cities of our God. 

The Lord will do what is good in his sight."（2 Samuel 10:12） 

 

So Joshua said to the Israelites: "How long will you wait before you begin 

to take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your fathers, has 

given you?（Joshua 18:3） 

 

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.

（Psalm 24:1） 
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Our Needs for Church Building Funds 
 

The seller of the building is anxious to sell for cash.  Therefore, this 

transaction must be completed within a short period of time.  

In order to complete this transaction, we must be able to raise church 

building funds to $2.3M by Aug 6, 2010.  It is a huge and challenging 

amount for our church.  We have many young children in our church, 

and thus we have relatively weaker capability to do fundraising, but we 

strongly believe that God will lead us into His Promised Land and His 

Abundance.  As He promised through Isaiah 41:10 “So, do not fear, for I 

am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen 

you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

If God has moved you and placed burden in your heart for the Vision 

1312, we ask for your prayers.  If you are willing to contribute to our new 

church building, please visit our website www.arkpatistchurch.org or send 

your contribution to 2340 Harris Way, San Jose, CA 95131.  Please 

make your check to Ark Baptist Church (ABC).  All your contribution is 

tax deductable. 

  We appreciate your prayers, support and financial contribution as 

well as your willingness to partner with us in fighting the spiritual battle for 

the Vision 1312. 

 

May God Richly Bless you!! 


