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 July 6, 2010 
 
Dear friend, 
 
     May grace and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ be with you! 
 

     Our church, Ark Baptist Church, is located in San Jose, or Silicon Valley, California. We are a member church 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. We have been diligently looking for a worship place for over a year. In the 
past few weeks an office building with church permit came to our attention and is available for purchase.  This 
building is ideal for our church in terms of its location, floor plan and current condition. Through prayers we 
know that this is the building that God leads us to buy. We are a church with limited resource. Therefore, we are 
reaching out to the community for financial and prayer support. 
 

     Four years ago we rented a church facility in Los Altos for Sunday worship. One day we were informed to 
move out since the church was put on the market for sale. It was a desperate situation for us due to the lack of the 
available places for Sunday worship in San Jose area. In the frustration of searching for a new location, we asked 
ourselves where should we go if meeting place is not an issue?  God then burdened us with the area “1312”, 
which consists of two zip code districts, 95131 and 95132 in north San Jose. Through the study of the census data 
we found that there were 20% or 12,000 Chinese speaking people live in this 5 square mile residential area yet 
without any Chinese church around to serve them effectively.  God then used Psalm 60 to point out the things 
happening around us back then, including the desperation we encountered, the geographical division of 1312 area 
by highway 680, and our measuring off the North Valley. Most importantly, the Chinese population of 12,000 in 
1312 area matched exactly the number of people overtaken by Joab stated in Psalm 60.  So this confirmed the 
vision “1312”.  After a period of searching, we found a suitable office building for rent and began converting the 
building to assembly use. During the one and a half years of conversion, we experienced many miracles and 
obtained our permit during an unusual San Jose city strike period. The following day, our church daily devotion, 
which runs through the whole bible one chapter a day, fell exactly on Psalm 60 to affirm our vision. 
 

     In the following two and a half years, we reached out to the community with family oriented ministries, 
including parenting and marriage classes, children’s character camps, family expo and other activities that 
correspond various Chinese holidays. We are known in the community now for caring and servicing their needs.  
 

     However, a year ago, a Buddhist organization purchased the whole building we are at and asked us to move 
when the lease is up in 2011. Meanwhile, God had blessed us in the past two and a half years that our 
congregation has grown from 55 to 90.  And it’s about time to move on to a larger meeting place.  After a year’s 
searching we found a building with church permit at 380 Montague Expressway.  It’s even closer to 1312 
residential area than our current building. The location and set up of the building is everything that we have 
prayed for. We believe this to be the base for our vision “1312” and we want to continue the ministry in this area. 
 

     In order to purchase this building, we need to raise $2.3 million before August 16, 2010. We are limited in our 
resources in part that half of our 90 member congregation is comprised of children. Yet we deeply believe that 
God has called us to this area to sow and to reap the harvest. He will help us. We are also asking for your support.  
If you are touched by our story and can help us financially, please go to our web site at www.arkbaptistchurch.org 
to make your contribution. You may also send a check payable to Ark Baptist Church (or ABC) to 2340 Harris 
Way, #2, San Jose, CA 95131. All contributions are tax deductible. 
 

     May God richly bless you and your kindness! 

 In Christ,  

  
 Joe Sun and Ark Baptist Church 


